
Overview - BNP Paribas Open

The first Masters Series event of the year saw all the top players line up, less
Nikolay Davydenko as the No.5 seed withdrew with a recurring foot injury.

R1 passed with few major surprises as the top 16 seeds all received a bye
into R2.  In this second phase of matches we lost only Gael Monfils (No.9) of
the seeded players, the Frenchman going down in three sets to John Isner -
the top four, however, all won in straight sets with the minimum of fuss.

The matches became much more competitive in R3 - even if, again, Nadal,
Federer, Djokovic and Murray all won easily. Upsets came as Isner carried on
his from to beat Marat Safin, Igor Andreev defeated Jo-Wilfried Tsonga and
Gilles Simon (No.8) lost out to Ivan Ljubicic. 

Big events like this usually come to life in the latter stages and this was no
exception. Roger Federer (No.2) overcame Fernando Gonzalez in three sets
and Andy Roddick (No.7) also went to a decider against David Ferrer.  It was
tie-breaks all the way for Djokovic (No.3) and Del Potro (No.6) as the two
seeds battled past Stanislas Wawrinka and John Isner respectively.

Andy Murray (No.4) progressed as Tommy Robredo retired with a wrist injury
but the match of the round, if not the tournament, saw Rafael Nadal save a
total of 5 match points before seeing off David Nalbandian.

The QF’s, by contrast, were all straightforward affairs.  Nadal, Murray and
Federer all won as expected but Djokovic played well below form as the
defending champion was beaten, very comfortably, by Andy Roddick.

Both of the SF’s went to form as well.  Nadal led Roddick 4:2 in their past
meetings and made it 5:2 in their 1’50’’ match, edging past the American by
just 5 points (68 to 73).  Murray also enjoyed the head-to-head advantage
over Federer (5:2) and a 6:2 lead came after a see-saw three-setter which
the Scot eventually took by a wide margin - ‘he's a great counter puncher and
reads the game really well ... he's got great feel’ said Federer afterwards.

Sadly, the final proved a total anti-climax. Windy conditions upset the rhythm
of Murray whilst the Spaniard adapted far better.  As such the 80 minute
match wasn’t much of a spectacle with Nadal winning for the loss of just three
games (now 33:9 in finals).  

Murray was philosophical afterwards - ‘obviously today was not my best day,
but I'll definitely get over it, because I'm not going to play in those conditions
each week’.  This loss dropped his record in tournament deciders to 10:6.
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No. Matches 2 sets-3 sets Ave. Sets/Match Ave. Games/Match

R96 32 matches 23-9 2.28 21.28
R64 32 matches 22-10 2.31 22.65
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No. Matches 2 sets-3 sets Ave. Sets/Match Ave. Games/Match

R32 16 matches 12-4 2.25 22.68
R16 8 matches 3-5 2.62 26.62
QF 4 matches 4-0 2.00 20.05
SF 2 matches 1-1 2.50 24.50
F 1 match 0-0 2.00 15.00



BNP Paribas Open - Facts & Figures

Market Leaders

Rafael Nadal [1]
Roger Federer [2]
Andy Murray [4]
Novak Djokovic [3]
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga
Fernando Verdasco
Juan Martin Del Potro [6]
Andy Roddick [7]
David Nalbandian
Gael Monfils
Radek Stepanek
David Ferrer
Nikolay Davydenko [5]
Marin Cilic
Gilles Simon [8]

Odds

9/4
4/1

11/2
15/2
20/1
33/1
33/1
50/1
50/1
50/1
66/1
66/1
66/1
66/1
80/1

Performance Of The Seeded Players

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2009 W SF QF RU - QF SF R3
2008 SF SF W R3 R3 R2 QF R4
2007 R1 W SF R4 R4 R3 R2 QF
2006 W SF R4 R4 R3 QF R3 R3
2005 W RU SF R3 R4 QF QF R3
2004 W - QF QF SF R2 R2 R3

Recent Winners/Leading Performers

Winner Runner-Up Losing SF’s
2009 Rafael Nadal (9/4) Andy Murray (11/2) Roddick-Federer
2008 Novak Djokovic (4/1) Mardy Fish (300/1) Nadal-Federer
2007 Rafael Nadal (14/1) Novak Djokovic (80/1) Roddick-Murray
2006 Roger Federer (4/5) James Blake (40/1) Srichaphan-Nadal
2005 Roger Federer (6/5) Lleyton Hewitt (8/1) Canas-Roddick
2004 Roger Federer (3/1) Tim Henman (25/1) Agassi-Labadze



Betting - BNP Paribas Open

Pre-Tournament Briefing :- 
The big four dominated the market.  Nadal (9/4) had obvious claims on his
win in Australia but North American hard-courts aren’t his favourite surface
and he’d won 22 of his previous 32 titles on clay.  Still, his half of the draw
with Djokovic (15/2) and Roddick (50/1) as his main rivals didn’t look severe.

The Serb hadn’t enjoyed the best of starts to 2009 and Roddick’s best form,
especially in the States, was certainly behind him.  The likes of Del Potro
(33/1) and David Ferrer (66/1) also had scraps of recent form but neither had
a great record of getting the job done in the big tournaments.

Federer (4/1) and Murray (11/2) were the clear pick of the botom half.  There
was a doubt concerning the Scot’s fitness (withdrew from the Davis Cup due
to a virus) but if fully fit he clearly had the beating of the Swiss player should
they meet in the SF’s.  

Elsewhere, this section looked weak.  Tsonga (20/1) was the next best with
Fernando Verdasco (33/1) an option - if looking a bit short at the price - on
the back of his form in the Davis Cup final and the Australian Open. 

Post-Tournament Review :- 
Lady luck did smile on Nadal somewhat.  Nalbandian blew 5 match points,
Djokovic went out to Roddick and Murray played a poor final.  Sure, he still
won but the form isn’t something to get too carried away with.

Murray played well and confirmed the view that in the next 12 months he’ll be
in the running for No.2 in the world, let alone No.3, as both Federer and
Djokovic played below their capabilities ... not for the first time either!

Outside of the big four it was a muddling affair.  Roddick proved that he’s still
a threat when conditions suit (as did Nalbandian), Verdasco and Del Potro
are good but not that good but a few players did disappoint such as Monfils,
Tsonga and Simon.     

Pointers for 2010 :-
A quality event which provides quality winners - 6 of the last 8 winners have
been the No.1 seed.  The most relevant form guide is the Australian Open,
refer to that, as many will come here with few miles on the clock.  Some big-
priced finalists show that surprises do occur (it’s still early season) so be
ready to take a punt.  Andy Murray goes well here but consider a fully fit and
focused Djokovic and, of the younger crowd, both of Tsonga and Del Potro.  




