
US Open - Overview

Fair to say that the top players hit the ground running as seeds No.1 to No.8
all won their R1 matches in straight sets - there wasn’t even a tie-break!

A few shocks though amongst the lower ranked seeds as Karlovic (No.27),
Mathieu (No.28), Hanescu (No.28), Andreev (No.29) and, most surprisingly,
Stanislas Wawrinka (No.19) all fell at the first hurdle.  Mathieu got Youzhny,
Hanescu faced John Isner but the other three all fell to players they really
should have beaten - there were simply no excuses for their defeats.

Being the US Open we experience fifth set tie-breaks to settle matches and
the Giovanni Lapentti/Simon Greul match was the first of the championships
to be settled by a ‘breaker’ - Greul winning the 3’37’’ match by the narrowest
of margins.  

Overall it was a round of few majors upsets as most players progressed, at
least according to the formbook, as expected.  Most games (36 of 64) were
settled in straight sets and all the fancied players lived to fight another day.

The big names were little softer on their opponents in R2.  Only Murray (No.2)
and Nadal (No.4) dropped a set of the top eight - although neither was ever
in any great trouble - and all the rest won in straight sets once again.

Strangely, like R1, there were no major shocks.  A few matches produced
well-contested five set encounters - Acasuso/Ferrer, Almagro/Ginepri and the
epic 4’12’’ Dent/Navarro battle - but the results, by and large, were to be
expected.   

The matches began to get a bit tougher in R3.  Roger Federer (No.1) was
pushed to a fourth set by the former champion, Lleyton Hewitt, another
fancied player, Novak Djokovic (No.4), had no easy task in seeing off the
qualifier, Jesse Witten, in four close sets and Juan Martin Del Potro (No.6)
also dropped a set in seeing off Austrian Daniel Koellerer.

Shock of the round though came in the all-American clash between John
Isner and Andy Roddick.  The pair traded 57 aces before 6’10’’ Isner won a
fifth set tie-break and, in doing so, qualified for the second week of a Slam
for the first time.

High quality matches abounded in this round as Robin Soderling took out
Sam Querrey in four sets, Tommy Robredo knocked out another American,
James Blake, and Fernando Gonzalez defeated Tomas Berdych, both in
straight sets, and Fernando Verdasco eventually saw off Tommy Haas in a 
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tense 3’45’’ match which the Spaniard finally took 6-4 in the fifth set.

However, if R3 was competitive, then R4 took the action up a couple of levels
as we witnessed fine displays from Roger Federer, who easily dispatched
Tommy Robredo, Novak Djokovic, another very easy winner in his match with
Radek Stepanek, and Juan Martin Del Potro also made short work of Juan
Carlos Ferrero. 

The big casualty was Andy Murray.  The second seed was totally outplayed
by the Croat, Marin Cilic, who ran out a very easy winner against the Scot -
a win which was as comprehensive as it was unexpected.

Verdaco over Isner and Gonzalez over Tsonga also notched fine wins and
Robin Soderling, who trounced Nikolay Davydenko in the French Open, beat
him again - this time the Russian retired with a thigh injury.

Soderling then faced a re-match of the French Open final with Federer in the
QF’s and lightning did indeed strike twice.  Federer won in four sets.  The
other three QF matches also went to form as Rafael Nadal produced his most
convincing display of the event in defeating the Chilean, Fernando Gonzalez,
in straight sets and both Del Potro as well as Djokovic also won through with
four set wins over Verdasco and Cilic respectively - Del Potro coming back
very well from a shaky start to completely overpower his opponent.

Two contrasting SF’s - although both were settled in straight sets.  In what
was surprisingly his first US Open SF, Rafael Nadal met Del Potro on a good
day, a very good day for the South American.  The 6’6’’ Argentine played what
he called ‘the match of his life’ to hand the No.3 seed one of his worst ever
beatings.  Del Potro dropped just 6 games in their 2’20’’ match.

Roger Federer then edged out Novak Djokovic to win his 40th straight match
at Flushing Meadows.  The Serb posed the five-time champion plenty of
problems but Federer always had an answer en route to a 7-6 7-6 7-5 win.

After playing in an epc Wimbledon final, which he won, Federer played in
another here, which he lost.  But should have won.  The world No.1 really had
Del Potro where he wanted him, leading 2:1 in sets, but as new champion
was to say afterwards ‘you never lose until the last point, so keep fighting.
The crowd help me, and they saw my fight in every point‘.  It was a great
match, a first Grand Slam title for Del Potro (now 7:2 in finals) and a fitting
way to round off a great year for the tennis ‘majors’.  Federer, for his part, did
all he could but it simply wasn’t to be - now 61:23 in ATP deciders.   
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Juan Martin Del Potro [6]
Juan Monaco
Jurgen Melzer
Marat Safin
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WC-Chris Guccione
Daniel Koellerer
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US Open - Facts & Figures

Winner Runner-Up Losing SF’s
2009 Juan Martin Del Potro (16/1) Roger Federer (5/4) Nadal-Djokovic
2008 Roger Federer (10/3) Andy Murray (12/1) Djokovic-Nadal
2007 Roger Federer (8/15) Novak Djokovic (7/1) Davydenko-Ferrer
2006 Roger Federer (4/7) Andy Roddick (12/1) Davydenko-Youzhny
2005 Roger Federer (8/13) Andre Agassi (33/1) Hewitt-Ginepri
2004 Roger Federer (13/8) Lleyton Hewitt (8/1) Henman-J.Johansson

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2009 RU QF SF SF R3 W R4 R4
2008 SF W SF R3 R4 RU R3 QF
2007 W R4 RU SF QF R4 R1 R3
2006 W QF R1 R2 QF R4 SF R2
2005 W R3 SF R1 - R2 RU QF
2004 W QF R3 RU SF QF R2 R2

Recent Winners/Leading Performers

Market Leaders

Roger Federer [1]
Andy Murray [2]
Rafael Nadal [3] 
Novak Djokovic [4]
Juan Martin Del Potro [6] 
Andy Roddick [5] 
Nikolay Davydenko[8]
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga [7]
Fernando Verdasco
Robin Soderling
Tommy Haas
Fernando Gonzalez
Marin Cilic
Tomas Berdych
Gilles Simon 

Odds

5/4
3/1
6/1

13/2
16/1
20/1
50/1
66/1
80/1

100/1
125/1
125/1
150/1
150/1
150/1

Performance Of The Seeded Players



Betting - US Open

Pre-Tournament Briefing :- 
Federer (5/4), with an impeccable record in Grand Slams and a five-time
defending champion in New York, had to be considered.  His quarter looked
very straightforward and a possible SF with either Djokovic (13/2) or Roddick
(20/1) would see the Swiss player as the favourite - and most likely winner.

However, if the draw had been kind to the No.1 seed it made the bottom half
of the draw a tough one to read.  Nadal (6/1) and Tsonga (66/1) were obvious
possibilities in the third quarter but both Fernando Gonzalez (125/1) and
maybe Gael Monfils (150/1) could mount a challenge.

The fourth quarter had Murray (3/1) as the form pick but with a last three
matches of, possibly, Del Potro, Nadal and Federer was the price good
value?  Even if he had made the final the previous year.  Del Potro (16/1) had
to be considered as an alternative and Cilic (150/1) was certainly capable of
giving Murray a fright ... and a bit more as it proved! 

Post-Tournament Review :- 
Federer did all he could but after wins in the French and Wimbledon perhaps
he’d used up all his good fortune for the year.  Del Potro strung together
some exceptional performances against Cilic, Nadal and Federer to fully
deserve his title.

His fine win over Cilic, compared to Murray’s tame loss to the Croat, summed
up the Scot’s tournament.  Murray must beat these kind of players, regularly,
at Slams if he’s going to win one.  

Nadal, yet again, showed his dislike for US hard courts (never made a final
here) Djokovic proved himself to be good, as we know, but not that good, as
we also know.  Cilic, Soderling and Monfils all showed that they will be able
to compete at this level in the future.  Disappointments were few, Murray
aside, Roddick lost a battle of serves whilst Tsonga and Davydenko both lost
to quality opponents.  

Pointers for 2010 :-
Federer’s recent domination is slightly misleading.  This is an event where
the outsiders have a chance - Safin, Hewitt, Roddick and Del Potro have all
won maiden Slams here in recent years.  Of course, go for known quality but
played late season, on a hard court, this event, like Australia, is more open
than you think.  Andy Murray must have a chance in 2010, Novak Djokovic
similarly, as well as Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, Marin Cilic and, if you must, Federer. 




